


® the second Circle of Purgatory where the
m of envy is punished, Dante méets the
of two noble Romagnoles, Guido 'del
of Bertinoro and Ranieri di Calboli of
One of them asks him who he is and
he comes. The question brings the
of Florence into the Poet’s _mind to-
with a flood of bitter memories and,
perturbed, he answers ambiguously,
giving the exact name of his native
or of the river flowing through it. Then,
ing the words into the mouth of Guido del
¥, he gives a graphic description of the
e course of the Arno and breaks out into .
his most fierce invectives against his
38 enemies. - ,
is a summary of the description of the.
streamlet rises in the « Alpine mountain »
+ Falterona, one of the highest peaks of the

Anines]. and «first directeth its impover-
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'ishéd w;|§ » [iﬁpoveriahed from lack of wat]:r]
«mid ugly swine, of acorns worthier than other

.

M Torre della Zecca Vecchia [ of the Old Mint ®] is
Mie mame ‘of the isolated dismantl
e middle of the Piazza near the
Seemerly called Piazza della Zecca Vecchia, and now,
Wmee the war, Piazza La Piave, The tower, originally
Sueze del Re, formed part of the third circuit of walls
wiiiich were only demolished in our own times. Near
W was a postern—gate called Porta della Giustizia or the
WSt of Justice because beyond it was the field with the

: = = where common malefactors, such as assassins
the river finds the dogs turning into WOV thieves, were hung. Nobles and those guilty of

Florentines, so called from their insatiable gullitical crimes were beheaded in the courtyard of the
[the Flo S « g maledict and maladventu- Wazzo del Podesta [the Bargello].
rapacltY]- Thgn, a he very name had best mame Zecca Vecchia® recalls the fact that this
rous ditch”, [of which t ]e ‘ Y e Flaren the original site of the Florentine mint for whick ;
» = en] 1t cro water-power of the Ar & probabl d. Th
remain unknown to m : Power o (= no wae probably used. e
d after Signa winds ’itS way “ through mavy w Mint or «Zecca Nuova » was situated on the right-
?nh 11 gu] £7 until «it finds the foxes so Bund side of the Loggia degli Uffizi where its fine entrance
a hollow 14 : no ) -
replete with fraud [the Pisans|, they fear

still be seen.
cunning that may master them ”, and shor;lly
afferwards, ends its long course in the sea [ g

food” [an allusion to the inhabita.ms 0:' :lh;:
Casentino, impersonated in the famﬂzlo 3
Conti Guidi di Porciano, the po'wer u 0inm
lords of the district]. Th‘_’n ocomlné do;lvn o]
the valley, it finds snarling GllI:S - [tff;l E
tines] and “turns from them disdainfully

: is, i i wards the east.
muzzle ”, that is, it deviates to

ed tower standing in
Ponte di S. Niccols,

W Is addition to “the rivulets that from the verdant
il of Cassentin descend into the Arno », the river
es the waters of the Chiana, Ambra, Sieve, Ema,

2, Bisenzio, Ombrone, Pesa, Elsa, Era .and many

er little streams and torrents, including the Mugnone,

Florence.

“proud river ® and its banks have both changed

*ct considerably since Dante’s day, when, not being

med within strong embankments, it over-flowed freely

the plain, forming two branches [one going towards

Salvi and the other towards Pian di Ripoli] with

woody islands in between.

y defence-works were thrown up at various points
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IN OTHER WORDS: A streamlet. born i’rlx‘ Fj::,e-
rona Wan&érS’ through the I.rudsf’ of hu:dr e‘yl
and [becoming a “ beautiful river ] a hu -
‘miles of course do mot suffice it [that is, 3
its source to the sea the Arno is more

one hundred miles in length [3].
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along its banks especially during the period of civil
factions and a number of mills were built within the walls
of the city in case of sieges and incursions.

The Arno would seem to have been far deeper in old
days than it is now, for merchants vessels used to come
up it from Pisa to Signa and the traffic was continued
by barges on to Florence. There were apparently three
ports; one at the Ponte alle Grazie, one near Ognissanti

The Mill of San Niccold which existed in the 13th. century
and was demolished in 1870, :

and the third at S. Frediano. Signa also had three ports
and the little townships of Fucecchio, S. Ellero and Fi-
gline had each a port. In the 17 th. century, merchandise
was brought by river from Pisa to Poggio a Caiano, going
up the Ombrone in small boats. It is interesting to note
that in 1421 when Filippo Brunelleschi was building the
Cupola of the Cathedral, he was allowed to bring blocks
of marble on a vessel of his own construction to Empoli
and Castelfranco where the marble was transferred to

boats and sent on to Florence.

Even now though the Arno is so “impoverished * that
in many places it is possible to wade across it, it is apt
to rise suddenly in flood owing to the nature and number
of its affluents. “ Arno non cresce se Sieve non mesce *
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= 8he Arno only swells when it mingles with the Sieve »
#wss the old proverb. And starting from 1178, history
memords no less than 46 disastrous inundations, of which
ﬁ-nm and the most famous was that of 1333. Vil-
h. I.lho was an eye-witness, has left an alarming de-
sexiption of the calamity. It rained without ceasing for
- Swar days and four nights. The river rose ten braccia
i ] ?.] “so that in the church and Cathedral of S. Gio-
Wammi. the water rose above the altar and covered more
M= half the  height of the porphyry columns at the
. h, “and the column of S. Zanobi in Piazza S. Gio-
| Wmm=i was swept away [see Epigraph VII]. The fury of
Me waters broke down the weir at Ognissanti, destroyed

d»damaged the Ponte alle Grazie. More than 300
‘—-.n.s were drowned and the city was half ruined. The
bm.! elected Giotto as, Master of the Works for the
mebmilding and repairing of houses and public monu-
#memis and retained him in this post, in spite of his
Sbequent ahsences to paint frescoes in other parts of
[inady.

‘Bwo epigraphs affixed to the Ponte Vecchio [see Epi.
garh .IV] record this terrible inundation and here and
‘h in t%le old streets one comes across other inscrip-
Wams bearing witness to floods which devastated the city.
Wasil the drainage of Florence was regularly systemised
8 our own day, all the drains debouched directly into
A.mo. Now the sewerage of the streets and squares
- into one common collecting pipe which carries it
mio the river below the town so that even if there
be a slight inundation, the water does not spread
formerly, in the basements of the houses, causing
damage and discomfort. :

Hu-gnone and two minor streams, the Terzolle and
Affrico, descend from the Fiesole hills. The Mu-
runs its course outside the city to the end of the
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the three bridges, Carraia, S. Trinita and Ponte Vecchio, .
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- on. But when Florence lay within its first circuit of

" Via dei Servi] lapped the ancient Roman walls on the
- north side [between the Baptistery and Borgo S. Lorenzo],

. deviated outside the new walls which it followed closely,

" last circuit of walls was begun towards the end of the

_ that the Arno runs for 120 miles. According to modern

Cascine and falls into the Afﬁo about six inﬂes’fuk'the!.r;

walls, the Mugnone, passing by Cafaggio [the present

then turning westward, it ran approximately down the
present Via Panzani and Via Tornabuoni and fell into
the Arno near the church of S. Trinitd. A strong stream,
it formed part of the defences_of the city on that side,
and did away with the need for deep ditches which were
necessary at more exposed points. When the second
circuit was built in 1178 the course of the Mugnone was

ending in the Arno at Ognissanti. When the third and
13th century, the bed of the Mugnone was again altered
in harmony with the new outline and it fell into the
Arno at the present entrance to the Cascine, near the
iron bridge. Then for various reasons, ganitary and
otherwise, the course of the Mugnone was finally removed
further from the city and turned towards the end of the
Cascine. :

[3] The historian Villani, a contemporary of Dante, says

computation, it has with all its windings, a course o 1
241 kilometres or about 149 miles.
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