


Yhis Epigraph refers to the origin of the
Alighieri family which, in spite of much
ch and discussion, has never been clearly

shed to the satisfaction of scholars. The

% who was evidently proud of his “nobility

od » [1] lays stress upon the fact that the

estors of Cacciaguida from whom he was
wended [he addresses Cacciaguida as “my
oved root ancestral »] lived in the centre of
eity, an unequivocal sign that they belonged
old nobility. He uses a periphrase and
admirably expressed terzina he recalls the
taken by the “palio® or horserace which
run every year on the feast of St. John the
ptist, the Patron Saint of Florence. This
nal game » took place in only two of the

F wards [2], the Sestiere of San Pancrazio

re the race began and the Sestiere of Porta

B Piero where it came to a finish. The horses

through the Mercato Vecchio [3] the

ary of the first Sestiere and turned into
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: “When Cacciaguida was young, his parents
him to wife a maiden of the Aldighieri
of Ferrara [6], who was highly thought
for her beauty, her virtues and the nobility
Ber blood. He lived with her many years

the Via degli Speziali [4], the beginning of
- gecond Sestiere where stood the houses of the
Elisei in one of which Cacciagnida was born.
We know nothing more about the origin .of
Dante’s ancestors except this probable connection
with the Elisei, though even this is doubtful.
True, Dante makes Cacciaguida say [Canto XV}
€ Moronto' Wwas my brother and Eliseo * at |
there is no proof of the actual existence
these two brothers. :
Cacciaguida himself was at one time believed ;
be a mythical personage, created by the-: Po.et -
imagination but recent researches make it fair
certain that he was born between 1090 and 1091
and died before he was sixty. It als? see =
likely that Cacciaguida - as Dante as‘serts.
Canto XV - was born in Florence and bapm? :
in the *beautiful St. John »; that he married
a lady from the valley of the Po [Ferrara?] and
died fighting against the infidels [5].

A further proof of Cacciaguida’s existence
found in a document preserved in the Eloren
State Archives which says that in 1189 two.
his sons, Preitenitto and Aldighiero, were living
in Florence. This Aldighiero had a son calle
Bellincione who in his turn became the father
of another Aldighiero, the father of Dantc?.
As to the origin of the sirname Aldighie
about which much has been written, we W
limit ourselves to quoting Boceaccio’s vivid co
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having all been named, she desired, like
en do, to renew the name of her own an-
tors and so she called one son Aldighiero

by subtraction of the letter d, afterwards
seame Alighieri ”.

OTHER WORDS: My most remote ancestors
I [says Cacciaguida] were born where the
se that runs the palio for your San Gio-
[7], your annual game, first meets the
s=cond Sesto [that is, reaches the beginning of
Sesto di San Piero] which is the last Sesto
ough which the race is run.

NOTES.

] The original population of Florence consisted of
pans and Fiesolans. Dante claimed descent from the
rmer and expressed his opinion of the inhabitants of
“esole in no measure;i terms in Canto XV of the Inferno:

- = Their litter let the beasts of Fiesole
Make of themselves, nor let them touch the plant,
If any still upon their dunghill rise,
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they had a number of children.  The elder
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In which may yet revive the consecrated .
Seed of those Romans who remained there when
The nest of such great malice it became*.

) The “palio >, a horse-race without riders, was started
e Florentines in 1288 when they were besieging

to show their contempt for their foes. It afterwards |

a yearly event in Florence, held to commemorate }
i feats of arms and reached its zenith under the :
‘Mepablic and the Medici Grand Dukes when all festivals,
=il or religions, were carried out with great splendour. ]
‘85 the 18th. century the races had lost much of their }

=mitive character and original significance ; they were }
e longer in harmony with the spirit of the times and
weze finally abolished altogether in the 19th. century.
Bhe = palio » of San Giovanni was run on June 24th.
Bonour of the “ Protector of the Florentine city and
e =. The owner of the winning horse received the
*palio® a «very large and rich » length of velvet em-
woidered with silk and fine gold, sometimes reaching
value of 600 ﬂo'x-ins.‘ In 1459 it was decreed that
palio should not cost more than 350 florins. With
Sme, the custom of giving the actual palio died out and
was replaced by a sum of money.
W the feast-day “in the afternoon *, writes the chronicler
Soro Dati [1363-1435], « when people have dined and
#ested a littlo according to their pleasure, all the women
girls go out to see the horses pass. The course
es in a straight line through the centre of the city
where there are more fine houses belonging to wealthy
zens than in any other quarter and here the women
nd in the streets strewn with flowers, in all their fine
els and rich adornments; and there is high festivity.
d there are many gentlemen and knights and foreign
mtlemen who come every year from neighbouring cities
see the beauty and magnificence of this festival. And
Corso is so full of people that it must be seen to
believed and no one who has not seen it can even
zine it >,
race was run parallel to the course of the Arno but
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[2] When Florence was still enclosed within the ﬁfst
circnit of walls, with only four principal gates, tht.a clt.y
was divided into four Quarters; when the secom'i circuit
of walls was built, the division was made by S?xths or
' Sestieri: The Cathedral, Porta San Piero, San Pier Sche-
; raggio, San Pancrazio, Borgo and Oltrarno. 11'1 .1343 the
city was again divided by Quarters: Santo Sp{uto, Santa
Croce, Santa Maria Novella and San Giovanni.

[3] This is the Mercato Vecchio or Old M'arket which we
| have seen very badly «restored to new life from secular
| squalor » through the partial demolition and subsequent
restoration of the Centre of Florence.

[4] Only the name remains of this narrow old ?tre:;
which was entirely rebuilt during the al.)o.ve-mentmne‘l
restorations [carried out in 1890]. It originally fon;n :
part of the Roman decumanus and the most ancient
Florentine families had their palaces here. The name
signifies the Apothecaries Street and it lfsed to .be known
as « Via degli Speziali grossi » because it contained more
wholesale than retail dealers.

[5] Probably not against the infidels of the Ho.ly'“Lan
but against the Saracens who had invaded Ca.labna, t :
execrable race » as Cacciaguida calls them in Canto

of the Paradiso.

[6] It is believed that the Alighieri were court jurists im
the suite of the Emperor Conrad of Suabia.




statung-bndge] The horses came xnto the czty :
~ Porta al Prato and ran down Via San Paolo [no Via P:

lazzuolo]; Via Strozzi and Mercato Vecchio [all in the

Sestiere of San Pancrazxo] then down Via degli Spez ali,

the Corso, Borgo degli Albizi and Via Pietrapian [a in

the Sestiere of San Piero] to Porta San Piero ‘Maggio:

[Canto alle Rondini] where the race ended. ' In 1389 after
Via Borgogmssantx had been straxghtened and widened,
the horses went by that street instead of by Vm San Paolo
~and in 1596 the start was at Porta al Prato and the fnnghA

at Porta alla Croce. -

It was a cruel sport, recalling the barbarous amuse, e,n
of the ancient Romans. . Excited and frightened b he
shouts and cries of the crowd, and. goaded by the | pe e
[metal balls with spikes] which were fastened to
sides and acted like spurs as they ran, the poot an:

lost all control and it was no easy matter to check |
headlong course when they reached the goal yindeed
men who managcd this part of the race oftem dld
'penl of’ theu: lives.’ : L

/ 2

e
éﬁfgjzw ”@“5““?

Facsimil ofan tog: ‘Lof“u" o Alighieri Déntesfnihor -4

[Ego Alagerins imdp jali ritat Juden nqun notarius ac

it
px‘nmptum feci ~ 1239].
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